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AmeriCorps for Community Engagement and Education (ACEE) programs are designed to improve the literacy and reading skills of young children in the early elementary school grades. The first year of ACEE’s current three-year AmeriCorps contract saw the introduction of new programs and development of new measurement tools. The primary aims of the evaluation was to provide formative feedback to ACEE’s core one-on-one tutoring program, ACEE’s new group tutoring program at the AISD’s Lucy Read Pre-Kindergarten Demonstration School, ACEE’s new parent workshops to improve ability to develop early reading skills. 

Key findings

· A follow-up study of third grade performance on the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills – Reading Section (TAKS) found marked higher passing rates of 12 to 19 percent for children with ACEE tutoring as compared with children of similar backgrounds.
· Upon completion of 06-07 kindergarten tutoring 83% met Initial Sounds benchmarks, 98% met Alphabet Recognition benchmarks, 78% met Letter Sounds benchmarks, and 74% met Spelling benchmarks.
· Upon completion of 06-07 grade 1 tutoring, 99% met Letter Sounds benchmarks, 97% met Blending benchmarks, 95% met Sound-to-letter benchmarks, 93% met Spelling benchmarks, and 99% met Alphabet Recognition benchmarks.
· ACEE Pre-Kindergarten program was successfully implemented at the Lucy Read Pre-Kindergarten demonstration program, serving 100% of the students at the school.  Performance at the new school was comparable to the performance of established programs. Lucy Read Spanish language students gained more English language vocabulary than children in other pre-k programs. 
· ACEE parent workshop series produced statistically significant gains in knowledge and skills important to help children develop proficiencies needed in kindergarten and first grade. More than 90% of parents rated the workshops as very useful. 
· Tools were developed to measure outcomes from tutor training and assess the quality of the tutoring provided to children.
· Kindergarten and first-grade teachers would like ACEE to expand its reach and work with more children.  Pre-Kindergarten teachers like the instructional support. Both are interested in better integration into classroom procedures.  
