
Silverton Foundation Establishes Lucy Read Principal’s Fund to Honor Retiring Principal Peggy Cerna

June 26, 2008 - The Silverton Foundation, a local non-profit group that supports family literacy, is honoring the Lucy Read Pre-Kindergarten Demonstration School’s retiring Principal, Peggy Cerna, with the establishment of a Lucy Read Principal’s Discretionary Fund.

The fund will help to support the educational needs of students, and campus faculty and staff, as determined by the principal.  
 
The Silverton Foundation is a community partner of the Lucy Read campus. The Foundation also provides substantial support for family literacy programming at the school, as well as support for and encouragement of additional collaborative efforts to promote early literacy and education.  
 
Mary Ellen Isaacs, of AmeriCorps for Community Engagement and Education, which serves several Austin School District schools including Read, said that Cerna’s strong leadership style and warm welcoming skills set the tone for students’ success by developing a family literacy program at Read Pre-K.  
 
“Ms. Cerna welcomed parents to the Lucy Read campus, as warmly as she greeted the students,” said Isaacs. “She understood that some parents were uncomfortable with their small children boarding school buses at their home schools and traveling out of their neighborhoods to the school. She reached out to them with a strong family literacy program that directly involved and vested them in their child’s learning.”  
 
The Lucy Read Pre-Kindergarten campus opened in August 2006, and serves the youngest students who live in the Cook, McBee, Walnut Creek and Wooldridge Elementary School attendance areas. In the Austin School District, students must qualify as economically disadvantaged before admittance into the Pre-Kindergarten program.  
 
Andy White of the Silverton Foundation agrees that the long term success of Lucy Read students in AISD depends in large part on giving their parents the ability and opportunity to support and advocate for their children’s education as early as possible.  
 
“Peggy worked tirelessly at Lucy Read, not only on behalf of the youngest students, but also on behalf of their parents and families. We hope that the Principal’s Fund can aid future Lucy Read principals as they continue this important outreach, by building upon the strong bridges between the community and their children’s first school that Peggy so ably began,” said White.  
 
The Foundation believes in education as a pathway out of poverty for children from low-income families. A compelling body of national research suggests that a particularly effective way to help children from economically disadvantaged families be successful in school is to improve family environments by providing educational services to the whole family, as early and in as comprehensive a fashion as possible.  
 
The link to Fund, which is located on the Austin Community Foundation site follows: https://www.austincommunityfoundation.org/?nd=donate_detail&donation_id=394
