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Bill Wood to receive leadership award

Austin Business Journal - February 22, 2007


The Entrepreneurs Foundation of Central Texas has named Bill Wood as this year's outstanding community leader. 

Wood is founder of the Silverton Foundation and general partner of private equity firm Silverton Partners. The foundation says he represents its core values of business leadership, philanthropy and community development. 

"Bill's investment in our nonprofit community through the Silverton Foundation and his investment in our business community through Silverton Partners make Austin a better place to live, work and play," says Eugene Sepulveda, executive director of the local Entrepreneurs Foundation. 

The group will give Wood the award at its Texas Independence Day event March 1. Admiral Bobby Ray Inman will give a keynote address. 

"In our foundation's grant-making, we have found that growing an effective nonprofit requires the same skill set as creating a successful startup," Wood says. "You need a strong leader, a value-added board, strategic focus and outstanding execution. Because their experience base is so relevant, Austin entrepreneurs are thus uniquely positioned to have a profound impact on our community-based organizations." 

The nonprofit foundation formed in December 2004 through the merger of the Entrepreneurs Foundation and the Idea Network, both of which focused on encouraging philanthropy in Austin's corporate tech community. The foundation focused on generating money from equity to donate to local nonprofits, while the network rallied employees to participate in community projects. 

During the last year, the foundation and its member companies have raised more than $1 million and 1,800 volunteer hours for local charities. 
