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Children's Hearing Aid Texas joins forces with Any Baby Can

Austin Business Journal

	


Local nonprofit Any Baby Can Child & Family Resource Center has absorbed another group focused on helping children. 

Children's Hearing Aid Texas, formed in 2003 with help from Austin Community Foundation, has become part of Any Baby Can. 

CHAT provides hearing aids and other auditory devices for Central Texas children whose families cannot afford them. The program served 60 kids in 2006 and another 60 in 2007. 

Austin Community Foundation helped CHAT get its start by providing the project with services and resources under ACF's 501(c)3 designation. ACF has helped incubate several nonprofit organizations in a similar manner. 

Now, as a program of Any Baby Can, CHAT will continue to provide high quality services while reducing administrative costs. CHAT also will benefit from Any Baby Can's larger outreach and referral network. 

"CHAT is an important project with an excellent track record," says Ellen Balthazar, executive director of Any Baby Can. "We are excited to increase the impact of its services in Central Texas by joining forces." 

Any Baby Can reaches roughly 5,000 Central Texas children and their families each year. Its largest program, is Early Childhood Intervention, which offers case management and therapy to children up to 3 years old suffering with developmental delays or atypical development. 

CHAT Founder Caroline Caven will join the board of Any Baby Can. CHAT's board members will become volunteers with Any Baby Can, and its single staff member will join the staff of the larger organization. 

Any Baby Can has about 70 staff members and an annual operating budget of $4 million. 
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