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Ernst & Young and Silverton Foundation Seek 
Austin’s Outstanding Social Entrepreneurs
Applications Being Accepted for $100,000 Grant to Recognize Social Entrepreneurship  
Austin, TX, February 8, 2007 – Ernst & Young LLP and Silverton Foundation today opened the nomination period for the Ernst & Young Entrepreneur Of The Year® 2007 Social Award for non-profit executives. The Award includes a $100,000 grant from the Silverton Foundation. The deadline for applications is April 6, 2007. The award recipient will be announced on May 31, 2007, at the Renaissance Austin Hotel.

Awards Criteria

The primary criteria for selection of the award recipient includes demonstrated commitment to the development of “social” enterprise and the potential for future advances based on a successful track record.  The nominee must be currently serving as the chief paid officer of a public charity and be primarily responsible for the recent performance of the agency. The key mission of the agency should include initiatives in the areas of health, education, social services and economic development which serve and empower under-served and disadvantaged people in the five county Austin Metropolitan Statistical Area. 
“We believe the success of both social and business enterprise is essential to the development of our community,” said Andy White, Silverton Foundation’s executive director, “We are pleased to help bring attention to Austin’s extraordinary social entrepreneurs and the causes they serve.”

This is the fourth year the Austin-based Silverton Foundation has co-sponsored the Ernst & Young Entrepreneur Of The Year Social Award to recognize social entrepreneurs in conjunction with Ernst & Young’s annual Entrepreneur Of The Year Program. The $100,000 Silverton Grant, increased from $50,000 in previous years, will be directed to the agency of the award recipient.  The grant is unrestricted and may be used in any manner directed by the Award Recipient that is consistent with the charitable purposes of the Award Recipient’s agency. 

“Social entrepreneurs are a vital part of Austin’s thriving economy and community,” said Don Calvin, Ernst & Young Partner and Entrepreneur Of The Year Program Director. “We commend Silverton Foundation for their continued generosity to this important group.”

In 2006, Susan McDowell of LifeWorks was selected as the Ernst & Young Social Entrepreneur Of The Year, and additional past winners include Walter Moreau of Foundation Communities and Margo Weisz of PeopleFund (formerly Austin CDC).  

For more information, contact gina.budd@ey.com, 512-473-3465, or to download a copy of the application, visit www.silvertonfoundation.org. Applications must be received by April 6, 2007.
About the Ernst & Young Entrepreneur Of The Year Awards

The Entrepreneur Of The Year( awards program was created and is produced by professional services firm Ernst & Young LLP. As the first award of its kind, the Ernst & Young Entrepreneur Of The Year( Award recognizes outstanding entrepreneurs who are building and leading dynamic and growing businesses.  The program, which celebrated its 20th anniversary in 2006, honors entrepreneurs through regional, national and global award programs in over 125 cities and 40 countries.

About Silverton Foundation
The Silverton Foundation is a private family foundation dedicated to helping empower the working poor to improve their lives, and to fostering greater community awareness of and commitment to social enterprise
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