KLRU receives Silverton Foundation grant
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KLRU-TV, Austin's PBS affiliate, is getting some help for its Ready to Learn project. 

The station received a $10,000 grant from the Silverton Foundation in support of the project, which focuses on early literacy. 

"The Silverton Foundation believes that early childhood education involving the whole family can provide a pathway out of poverty for children from low-income families," says Andy White, executive director of the Silverton Foundation. 

"KLRU's Ready To Learn project is an important family literacy resource that empowers both children and their parents." 

Ready To Learn promotes child learning and family reading through workshops offered in collaboration with local schools and nonprofit educational organizations. KLRU has been providing the developmental resource to Central Texas since 1995. 

Each Ready to Learn workshop teaches parents to make the home a stimulating learning environment for their preschool-age children by emphasizing the importance of reading. Hands-on exercises and PBS educational programming also help parents practice activities they can do with their children at home. 

The program, previously funded by PBS and the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, now receives federal funds for the program that have recently decreased and will be eliminated after 2008. 

According to KLRU, the grant from the Austin-based Silverton Foundation will help ensure the continuation of the program for low-income families when public funding discontinues. 

Through its grant making, the Silverton Foundation works to empower the working poor to improve their lives, and funds initiatives in a broad range of areas, including education. 

KLRU-TV, a TV station providing locally produced and national programming, is also a nonprofit organization helping to build a stronger community through five areas of focus: KLRU Presents, KLRU Explores, KLRU Creates, KLRU Connects and KLRU Educates. 

