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Remarks of Silverton Foundation Chairman Dr. Pamela Ryan

Accepting 2005 Outstanding Philanthropic Foundation Award at
Association of Professional Fundraisers Philanthropy Day Celebration

January 24, 2006
It is my honor to accept this award on behalf of my fellow Board Directors at Silverton Foundation, Bill Wood and Andy White.  We thank Andy for helping us execute our vision in ways far better than we ever imagined.

We feel particularly honoured to receive this award during a period of unprecedented need for philanthropic giving and delivering of social services.

The facts speak for themselves:  In the 13 months since the tsunami hit Asian coastlines, the number of people worldwide who have been killed or negatively impacted by catastrophic events, is almost equal to the number during the entire preceding decade. 

According to the experts, this year is not an anomaly.  We are in a period of unprecedented frequency and scope of natural and human-made disasters – partly due to the rising temperatures of the earth’s oceans, the over population of disaster-prone areas, and increased tension between the Eastern and Western worlds.  

You don’t have to be an expert to know that the negative impacts of disaster are not just a function of the disaster itself, but also of the human response to the disaster. The botched response to Hurricane Katrina is a classic example.

Research also shows us that negative impacts can reverberate way beyond the immediate vicinity of a catastrophe.  Studies released in the last 3-4 years reveal that people exposed to repeated horrific images in the media could experience post-traumatic stress symptoms equal in nature, severity and duration, to those directly effected.  The more television coverage you watch, the more at risk you are for post-traumatic stress.

Yet other studies in the aftermath of September 11 reveal that the delivery of the wrong programs, can actually do more damage than good. e.g. The wrong therapies can actually increase trauma rather than heal.

THE EFFECTIVE AND EFFICIENT DELIVERY OF SERVICES TO THOSE IN NEED HAS NEVER BEEN MORE IMPORTANT THAN NOW.

AS A COMMUNITY OF PHILANTHROPIC ORGANIZATIONS, WE CAN PLAY AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN FACILITATING THE EFFECTIVE AND EFFICIENT PROVISION OF SERVICES to those in need: 

1) We can use our collective voice to pressure governments to be more accountable for the dollars they spend.  According to WORLD VISION:

- the cost of one stealth bomber would immunize over 134 million children worldwide against deadly but preventable diseases such as measles, typhoid and tuberculosis;

- the $400+ million it costs to test 6 Trident II missiles, would build wells to provide clean water in Africa for 65 million people.

2) We can ensure that service providers are accountable for the dollars they spend so that maximum dollars go to actual services and intended recipients. AND

We can encourage service providers to show rigorous evidence that the programs they deliver are doing what they say they are doing (and dare I say only fund those who do?) 

In the 5 years since we founded the Silverton Foundation, we have partnered with over 100 passionate visionaries who are dedicated to empowering those born to less advantage with efficiency and effectiveness. We are honoured to walk that road with you – this award is as much yours as it is ours.  Thank You.
