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Remarks of Silverton Foundation Chairman Dr. Pamela Ryan

Presenting the inaugural Ernst & Young Social Entrepreneur of the Year Award

June 4, 2004
Good Evening everyone.

It is my honor to be here tonight, on behalf of the Silverton Foundation, to recognize Austin’s outstanding social entrepreneurs.

Before I open the envelope, I’d like to share with you some statistics about the context in which social entrepreneurs operate:

According to the World Bank, over three billion people – half the world’s population – are currently living on less than $2 per day.  The poor in America fare only a little better – today, there are over 350,000 households who exist on less than $13.00 a day.

These 3 billion people not only suffer from income poverty, but poverties of healthcare, education, access to housing, and disempowerment, resulting in lack of control over their own lives.

The world’s children fare the worst:
.   Every year, more than 10 million children – a staggering 30,000 children a day – die of illnesses that are either preventable or can be easily cured.  
.   An estimated 250 million children aged between 5 and 14 are involved in some form of labour.  Half of those work full-time: 12 to 19 hours a day. 
.   One million children in Asia are estimated to work in the commercial sex trade. 
.   Over 113 million children (60% of whom are girls) do not have the opportunity to attend primary school.
.   In Africa, over 14 million children have been left orphaned after losing one or both parents to AIDS related diseases. 
.   Of the world’s over 20 million refugees (the equivalent of Australia’s entire population), nearly 1/2 are children under 18. 

Austin’s social entrepreneurs are only too well aware, that these problems exist in Austin’s poorest neighborhoods. 

No matter where they are – In Africa, Asia or East Austin, every generation of children allowed to grow up malnourished, poorly educated or traumatized by violence, puts their community or their country further and further behind. Girls are often particularly vulnerable due to systemic discrimination against women and girls. They have higher rates of illiteracy, poverty and malnourishment and are at heightened risk of sexual exploitation.

In the context of war: the cost of one stealth bomber, would immunize over 134 million children worldwide, against deadly diseases such as measles, typhoid and tuberculosis.

Sooo… if you or your child are born on the disadvantaged side of the geographic, economic and digital divide, you are statistically not likely to have the opportunities to dream the successes we’ve heard about tonight.  It is the social entrepreneurs (many times with the help of the successful business entrepreneurs), who are trying to erase the divide – so those born to disadvantage can also dream dreams and achieve successes, despite the barriers.   It is the Social Entrepreneur who provides services that reduce the inequities between the haves and the have nots, the rich and the poor, the educated and the uneducated. 

Our work with the Silverton Foundation over the past 5 years has left us in awe of the vast number of passionate visionaries who apply the skills of entrepreneurship to the social sector.  Visionaries who are dedicated to empowering those born to less advantage.  The Silverton Foundation wanted to recognize and encourage the dedication, the passion and the skill these social entrepreneurs bring to the fight for social justice and equality of all peoples.  

It is therefore my privilege tonight to be here to recognize ALL the social entrepreneurs who make a difference to so many lives. 
