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Without the ability to read properly, children can get behind rather quickly. That’s where the AmeriCorps for Community Engagement and Education (ACEE) comes in. The group provides bilingual tutoring to promote literacy. 

News 8 Austin’s Paul Brown spoke with ACEE Program Director Mary Ellen Isaacs and AmeriCorps member Georgia Jolink.

Q: Let’s talk about ACEE. Tell us about the program, who you help.

Isaacs: Our program is an AmeriCorps program, which means that we enlist people of all ages who have a desire to serve their community. They make a one-year commitment from September through June with us and they work as tutors in the school providing early literacy support. And, the heart and soul of our program involves working with out 1,800 children, one-to-one and in small groups in six high poverty schools in AISD. We’ve been around since ’94 and we have 72 tutors and we also recruit community volunteers for one hour a week opportunities as well.
Q: Now, I know an example right here is Georgia. 

You’re over at Graham Elementary tutoring, you’re bilingual. Tell us about that experience.

Jolink: Well, I teach kids whose primary language is Spanish, so the education is done primarily in Spanish and we work on all kinds of basic skills, reading, writing, basic letter ID, and just try to get those kids on their feet if they’re struggling a little bit in their classes.

Q: What are you seeing as far as results just on individual levels?

Jolink: Well, I’ve actually graduated two kids out of my care back into their classrooms full time, so there’s been successes all around, I have to say, with all the kids, and they have been just great to work with.

Q: Was the experience what you thought it was going to be?

Jolink: Yes, actually, and maybe even better, because the kids have all been so responsive to me and I wasn’t necessarily expecting that.

Q: Now, this, of course, we’re talking nonprofit. How can people help you, whether it’s with time or treasures?

Isaacs: Well, with certainly one of the ways we hope the community can help is in getting word out about AmeriCorps, which is often thought of as a domestic Peace Corps, and as an opportunity to serve your community, our program in particular, but also AmeriCorps in general, there’s other programs in town. We are also looking for community volunteers who have an hour a week after school to help children with reading and our AmeriCorps members support them, so they get lots of support in that. And, finally, AmeriCorps really requires a local buy-in. It’s federal dollars, but that just supports about half of the program costs, so we are, in order to sustain programs like ours, we really need the support of the community, business individuals, etc.

